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hildren are our most precious
commodity, and it is our duty as the
community to protect each and every
one of those children as they strive to develop
greatness in the world.

Growing up in this society is not one of the
easiest things right now. There are so many
drugs, predators, and other evils surrounding us
that it is hard for a child to be protected.
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In 1988, Red Ribbon Week, sponsored by the
National Family Partnership, became a national
campaign, which is celebrated from October
23rd through October 31st. Red Ribbon Week
began as a way to commemorate the sacrifice
Drug Enforcement Administration Special Agent
Enrique “Kiki” Camarena made 30 years ago.
According to imdrugfree.com, Camarena worked
his way through college, the military, and then
signed on with the police force. He later joined
the U.S. DEA in the hopes of making a difference
in the world by stopping illegal drugs from
entering the United States. His assignment was
to work under cover in Mexico, investigating
a drug cartel that was believed to include the
Mexican army, police, and government officials.
On Feb. 7, 1985, Camarena, who was 37, went
to meet his wife for lunch, but he never made it.
As he left the office, five men shoved him into
a car. His body was found a month later with
signs of him having been tortured and then
killed.
Following Camarena’s death, his close
friend Henry Lozano and Congressman
Duncan Hunter started “Camarena Clubs”
in Camarena’s hometown of Imperial Valley,
CA. The purpose of the club was to educate

the public about drugs and urge them to live
drug-free lives in remembrance of Camarena’s
sacrifice. The club members wore red ribbons in
honor of the fallen hero, a symbol that is still worn
today.
Red Ribbon Week grew out of this club’s efforts
and became a nationally recognized week for
education against drugs.
As the Sheriff of my community, I am determined
to protect everyone who lives in Garfield County,
but my emphasis for this month is on the children
of our community. I have one of my deputies as
the School Resource Officer in our area. He is
required to visit each of our schools in the area
and promote a positive relationship between
youth and law enforcement, educate kids about
drugs, teach them the tools of how to Say No to
Drugs, and also to make a presence so that he is
more visible within the school system.
As public servants, our duty is to serve, protect,
and educate our citizens, especially our children
who are the future of our communities. So please
get out and educate those children. You never
know what even the smallest role can do to help
save just one child from the devastation that
drugs will have on their life.
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A Message From The Utah Sheriffs’ Association President
By Sheriff Robert A. Dekker
President, Utah Sheriffs’ Association
ur mission as an Association is to assist Sheriffs
in their duty to preserve and protect the Office
of Sheriff and to provide training to our staff and
to give professional law enforcement services to the
citizens of our state. Utah Sheriffs are unique to Utah law
enforcement. We are elected, and ultimately that means
we are accountable to the citizens of the county we serve.
Every four years, we put our records up for approval. The
citizens, through the election process, approve the work
we do.

O

The USA recognizes and values the partnerships we have
with our Honorary Members as well as with our Business
and Law Enforcement members. We cannot accomplish
the fundamental principles of our organization and goals
in our Mission without you. Thank you for your continued
membership and support.
I would like to hit on a low point in law enforcement
during 2015. Law enforcement training focuses on
making critical decisions under stress within the law and
policies. These decisions and actions are immediately put
on trial in the court of public opinion.
We live in a society in which violence can occur without
notice. Deputies face making split-second decisions
when encountering an aggressive offender. Those
encounters in most situations only last a few seconds, but
those seconds are filled with extreme terror and violence,
and in some cases they change lives forever.

I think that it is important for law enforcement to know
that the majority of Americans understand what we are
there for, and support us trying to make our communities
a safer place to live.
Each day, deputies in your agency and across Utah put
on a uniform and a badge and report for duty. They do so
with a commitment to serve and protect the community,
regardless of the dangers they may face. We all rely upon
these deputies to be consistently vigilant, responsive, and
to keep our neighborhoods safe.
I believe in today’s world it is imperative that each of us
work with our communities so we can live peacefully, and
be able to raise our families in a safe environment. To
achieve that goal we must keep our conduct open and
honest, continue to support each other, and remember
we are here for the citizens we serve.
Be safe, happy, healthy, and maintain a positive belief that
we will overcome any obstacles that may face us in the
future, and you do make a difference.
I am honored to serve as your President of the Utah
Sheriff’s Association and look forward to 2016. Thank
you for your support of our Association and the Office of
Sheriff!

“Thin Blue Line” Law Introduced in Congress

I

n light of the growing dangers facing state and local
law enforcement personnel, the National Sheriffs’
Association is pleased that Congress is taking up
consideration of the Thin Blue Line Act, which would
place police, firefighters and first responder personnel in
the same category as federal law enforcement officers for
enhanced sentencing options following crimes against
them.
“Current federal law allows for consideration of the death
penalty in cases in which a federal law enforcement
officer is murdered but does not contain the same
consideration for a state or local law enforcement officer.
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It is an important recognition that the targeting of state
and local law enforcement officers and firefighters is
equally as abhorrent in the eyes of the law,” said Jonathan
F. Thompson, Executive Director and CEO of the National
Sheriffs’ Association.
The House Bill is HR 814, and the related Senate Bill
is S 2034. We encourage friends and supporters
of law enforcement to contact their Congressional
Representatives and Senators and urge them to move
this important piece of legislation forward to help protect
those who protect us.

Thousands of Drug Offenders Set for Early Release
n November 2015, more than 5,500 drug offenders
are receiving a get-out-of-jail-free card courtesy
of the US Sentencing Commission—the first wave
of tens of thousands of early releases coming soon.
The US Sentencing Commission voted to retroactively
apply new lower recommended sentences for many
drug-related offenses. While the move was touted as
a financial windfall for the government, saving millions
of dollars by releasing inmates, there are serious
questions about the long-term impact of this major
change to the correctional system.

I

The new guidelines are set to cut more than two years
off the typical sentence for nonviolent drug offenses.
Prison reform advocates cite statistics showing that
roughly half of the federal prison population is made
up of drug offenders. Officials struggling to balance
budgets view the early release program as way to
reduce costs.

Yet it is clear that drug use
remains a major problem
in society. Reduced
sentences for new
offenders and early release
for current inmates do not
send a message that we
are serious about ending
this scourge. We need to
stand up for the thousands
of lives that are ruined by
the drug trade. There are
also many who fear that
the flood of early release
inmates will overwhelm
the parole system, leaving those who are back on the
streets with little supervision or monitoring.

Law Enforcement Officer Fatalities Up 3% Over Last Year
2015 Fatalities by State

Oﬃcers Fatalities Per State
1

A

ccording to a National Law Enforcement
Officers Memorial Fund report, the number
of officers who died in the line of duty during
the first half of this year was up 3% over the previous
year. The number of officer deaths had been declining
for several years, but has started to rise again. So
far this year more than two officers per week have
lost their lives while protecting and serving their
communities.
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Though traffic accidents remain the leading cause of
death (as they have been for the past several years),
the number of officers shot and killed has risen. One
of the most disturbing trends in this regard is that
nearly one quarter of those officers were killed during
routine traffic stops or pursuit. This grim reality holds
serious implications for every interaction officers have
during their time on duty.
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Adventures in Body Cams: Introduction
Sheriff Terry L. Thompson

O

ver the past couple of years there has been
a nationwide push for law enforcement
agencies to issue body cameras to all of its
patrol officers. The movement stems from several
highly publicized officer-involved shootings where the
facts of these cases have been unclear, and even at
times over sensationalized by certain national media
outlets and special interest groups.
In an effort to combat an ever-growing wave of public
criticism and to create an environment of greater
transparency, many agencies around the county have
stepped up their efforts to make body cams standard
issue for all of their officers.
The Weber County Sheriff’s Office started considering
the purchase of body cams several years ago before
it became the hot-button topic of the day. Since
the 1990’s and the invention of vehicle dash cams,
we have always felt there was tremendous value to
video recordings taken in the field. These recordings
provide valuable evidence for criminal cases, as well
as being a source to resolve citizen complaints and
to provide the public with a front-seat view of what
officers deal with on a daily basis. The use of video
recorders has also created a greater awareness of
the need for constant professionalism in a job that
at times can be extremely stressful and demanding.
Like anyone who is put in front of a camera, we all

tend to be on our best behavior when we are being
recorded.
The implementation of body cams is no different from
when video dash cameras first started showing up in
the police cruiser. Many of the same questions and
concerns are being circulated regarding potential
privacy issues and the use of “big brother” to monitor
officers’ behavior. As with any new technology,
there are pros and cons, as well as a learning and
acceptance curve
for new users.
The Weber County
Sheriff’s Office will
be publishing a
series of articles
titled Adventures
in Body Cams.
These stories will
explore our journey
in obtaining body
cams and our
experiences in
implementing these
devices. It will be an honest look at the problems
and successes that we have encountered as we enter
into this new era of policing.

10 Tips for Staying Safe on Winter Roads
ce, snow, and extreme temperatures can make
driving especially dangerous during the winter. Here
are 10 ways to help keep you and your loved ones
safe this season:
1. Make sure your tires are properly inflated.
2. Never use cruise control when driving on a
slippery surface.
3. Check the weather before driving to an isolated
area, and delay your trip if weather conditions
are bad. If you can’t delay, be
sure to let someone else know
your route, destination, and
estimated arrival time.
4. If you get stranded, tie a
brightly colored cloth to your
antenna or lodge it in your

I
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driver’s side window. Try to leave your dome light
on if possible. The interior light will use only a
small amount of battery and will help rescuers to
find you, especially in the dark.
5. Always keep a blanket within reach when driving
in the winter. If stranded in the cold, use the
blanket and whatever else you can find to insulate
your body, including newspapers and floor mats.
6. When driving in the snow, remember it can take
up to three times as long to stop. Increase the
distance between you and other vehicles to
compensate.
7. If you must drive in the snow, avoid stopping
when going up a hill. It’s extremely difficult to get
a car moving up an icy hill. Instead, try to get
some inertia on a flat road before you begin to go
up the hill.
Continued on page 8

SOAR
Sheriff Terry L. Thompson

W

e will rise above the ashes of our past and
SOAR to the New Heights of our future!

Another successful graduation for the Weber County
Sheriff’s SOAR To New Heights program. SOAR is an
intense therapeutic drug and alcohol program lasting
10 months or longer. Each resident has a daily job in
the community that goes along with their classes and
study times. This is aimed at building self-confidence,
self-worth, and a strong work ethic. As each woman
progresses in the program, she gain more responsibilities
which may include teaching a life skills class or being a
part of the Community Leadership Team.
The women who participate in the SOAR program come
from the Utah State Prison and are required to take a drug
and alcohol program. The program can house 32 women
at a time and hosts a graduation ceremony quarterly.
The women work hard for graduation and for many it
is the first thing they have successfully completed. The
women work very hard for their sobriety and feel a sense
of freedom and pride in the accomplishments they have
achieved. Congratulations to our SOAR graduates!

How to Protect Yourself from an Active Shooter
ith an increase in public shootings, it’s
easy to feel vulnerable, but it’s important to
remember that the vast majority of people
are never faced with an active shooter. For those who
do find themselves under fire, a few basic precautions
recommended by the Department of Homeland Security
could make the difference between life and death.

W

The best option is to safely EVACUATE if at all
possible.
• Have an escape route and plan in mind
• Leave your belongings behind
• Keep your hands visible
If you can’t escape, HIDE OUT.
• Hide in an area out of the shooter’s view
• Block entry to your hiding place and lock the doors
• Silence your cell phone
If you come face to face with the shooter and your
life is in imminent danger, TAKE ACTION.
• Attempt to incapacitate the shooter
• Act with physical aggression and throw items at the
active shooter
• Remember, taking action is a last resort and only to
be done when your life is in imminent danger

Mere seconds can make a huge difference in a situation
with an active shooter, and having a plan saves lives.
So wherever you are, be aware of your environment and
always take note of the two nearest exits in any facility
you visit.
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10 Tips to Keep Your Loved Ones Safe During the Holidays

T

he holidays are a time for celebration with
family and friends. Perhaps that’s why
accidents and crimes during this special
season seem all the more tragic. From house fires to
burglaries to roadway accidents, the holiday season
is fraught with potential dangers. We’ve looked
across a broad array of safety issues and chosen the
top 10 tips to help keep you and your loved ones safe
this year.

1. Prevent break-ins. While the number of
burglaries generally increases slightly during the
holiday season, there are a few things you can do to
help keep your home safe. Make a habit of locking all
doors and windows when you leave the house––even
if you think you’ll only be gone for a moment. Burglars
typically go for the easiest target first, so a few extra
steps are often all it takes to prevent a break-in.
2. Shop safely. The holidays and shopping seem
to go together like turkey and cranberries, so make
sure your shopping trip doesn’t put you in danger .
Whenever possible, shop during daylight hours. If you
must shop at night, go with a friend or family member.
Never leave your car unoccupied with the motor
running or with children inside, and do not leave
packages or valuables on the seat of your car.

3. Create a fire-safe tree. If purchasing an artificial
tree, make sure it is fire-resistant. When purchasing
a live tree, check for freshness. A fresh tree is green,
needles are hard to pull from branches, and when
bent between your fingers, branches do not break.
Fire safety applies to your ornaments, too. Check
your lights and make sure there are no loose bulbs,
frayed wires, or broken sockets. Finally, use only noncombustible or flame-resistant materials to decorate
your tree.

4. Drive safely. During the holiday season, roadway
conditions can be at their worst. Ice and snow on
the roads make for perilous driving conditions, so be
prepared and take extra caution. Make sure your tires
are properly inflated for optimum traction, and keep
your gas tank at least half full to help prevent the gas
line from freezing.

5. Never mix alcohol and driving. Holiday parties
are often accompanied with alcohol, so if you plan
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to drink, make a plan not to drive. Arrange ahead
of time to have a sober driver take you home or ask
your host to call a taxi when it’s time for you to leave.
Of course, never get in a vehicle with a driver who’s
been drinking.

6. Protect your home when you travel. If you
plan to leave town for several days to visit loved
ones, ask a trusted neighbor or friend to check in
on your house from time to time. Stop your mail and
newspaper delivery service so the mail doesn’t pile
up––a clear sign of an empty house. (You can stop
your mail online at usps.gov.)
7. A safe visit is a happy visit. During the
holidays, you may choose to visit the homes of
your family and friends. If you have young children,
remember that these homes may not be childproofed. Stay alert for potential danger spots such
as unlocked
cabinets,
unattended
purses,
accessible
cleaning
or laundry
products,
stairways, or
hot radiators.

8. Protect your pets. Many holiday plants such
as poinsettias, holly, and mistletoe are poisonous.
protect your pets by keeping these plants out of your
pets’ reach or by opting for artificial plants.

9. Be discreet. When talking about your plans, be
careful with whom you share the information. Don’t
tell strangers of your travel or shopping plans, and
when talking with friends or family make sure no one
is listening in.
10. Stranger danger. Beware of strangers at your
door. Criminals sometimes pose as couriers delivering
gifts. Don’t let couriers into your home––instead ask
them to leave the package by your door.
From all of us at the Utah Sheriffs’ Association, we
wish you and your loved ones a safe and joyous
holiday season!

Deputies Sporting New “Bling”

To Vaccinate
or Not To
Vaccinate, That
Is the Question

Sheriff Terry L. Thompson
otice anything different about the uniform of the
Weber County Sheriff’s Office? Well over this
past summer, deputies have been wearing a new
commemorative badge designed in conjunction with Symbol
Arts. Modeled after a hundred-year-old, antique, lawman
badge, this new emblem captures the look and spirit of the
old Wild West.

N

Weber County was the first county organized in the “Territory
of Deseret” circa January 1850; later that year, Deseret
was designated by Congress as the “Territory of Utah.”
Weber County stretched all the way to the Sierra-Nevada
mountain range and what we now know today as the border
of California. Over the next 50 years, Utah Territory was
redrawn to its current form and designated as the “State of
Utah.”
This new heritage badge made out of brushed nickel with a
gold star in the middle commemorates the establishment of
the Utah Territory and Territory of Deseret by early pioneers. It
also celebrates Weber County Sheriff’s Office becoming one
of Utah’s first territorial Sheriff’s Offices in 1850. It serves as
a reminder of the rich history of Weber County and the great
State of Utah. Deputies are allowed to individually purchase
this new badge and then proudly wear it year-round as part of
our standard uniform.

O

ne of the most discussed and debated
topics in our society is the issue of
vaccinations. Some people believe
they are a great benefit to all of us, while
others are equally convinced they are a
danger. From the editors at Health Magazine
and health.com, here are some points for you
to consider when you face choices about
vaccinations.

FACT: Some vaccines do contain trace
amounts of mercury. This is not true for
standard vaccines for children under six.
Vaccines without mercury are available for
most purposes.
MYTH: Vaccines cause autism. The 1998
study that seemed to show a link between
the MMR vaccine and autism has been
discredited. A more thorough 2004 study
found no evidence for the claim.

FACT: Vaccines have side effects. While
the most common side effects are very mild
fever and soreness at the site of an injection,
there can be serious complications from any
vaccine.
MYTH: Having a vaccine means you won’t
get sick. No vaccine is 100% effective,
although they greatly reduce your chances
of getting sick. They are very effective at
reducing the severity of illness.
FACT: Pregnant women should get a flu
shot. Though some vaccines like MMR are
not recommended during pregnancy, the flu
vaccine is both safe and recommended for
expectant mothers.
MYTH: Vaccines are just for kids. Some of
the most important vaccines, like those for the
flu and shingles, are very important for adults
who want to stay healthy.
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Department of Defense 1033
Program

F

or almost twenty years,
the 1033 Program at the
Department of Defense has
provided local governments and
municipalities with surplus and
excess equipment they vitally
need. More than $5 billion worth of
supplies and hardware have flowed
through this program to more than
8,000 law enforcement agencies.
For most of them, this represents
materials and equipment they
would never be able to purchase
at market rates. The program
authorizes the Defense Department
to transfer the materials at no
charge provided that the local
agencies pay shipping and storage
costs.
The 1033 Program was viewed as
a way to save taxpayer’s money
twice—both by preventing the
destruction of purchased materials
and equipment, and by providing it
to local authorities. The program
covers a vast range of items,
everything from surplus helicopters
and armored personnel carriers to
sleeping bags, medical supplies,
and even office equipment. At a
time of tightening local budgets,

this material has made a huge
difference to local law enforcement
and the communities they serve.
Recently the program came under
challenge as critics charged
that police were becoming “too
militarized.” Of course this criticism
ignores the reality that police face
increasingly well-armed criminals
on a daily basis. But the focus
on large-scale military equipment
misses a larger point. Just to cite
two recent examples, police in
Hernando County, Florida, used a
former military helicopter as part
of their search for an endangered
missing teenage girl. In Oklahoma
City, a MRAP (Mine Resistant,
Ambush Protected) vehicle proved
to be a real life-saver following a
tornado when it was the only police
vehicle that could traverse debrisstrewn streets.
This is a program that serves
a vital purpose far beyond its
financial impact. By providing cash
strapped cities and towns with
urgently needed resources, the
1033 Program is making all of us
safer.
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leave you stranded in the cold
because engines are harder to
start in cold temperatures.
10. Keep your gas tank close to
full––it will help prevent your
gas lines from freezing and will
provide your car with plenty of
heat if you get stranded.

To support our Sheriffs and the Utah Sheriffs’ Association, please
send your gift today, along with the enclosed reply slip. Thank you!
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10 Tips for Staying Safe on Winter Roads
8. Don’t try to “power through.”
Applying extra gas on snowy
roads will make your tires
spin. Remember the adage
that “slow and steady wins the
race.”
9. Have your car serviced and
make sure to check your
battery. Old batteries can
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