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must begin by thanking Sheriff Paul
Wimmer, President of our Association,
and the Board Members (Sheriffs Steve
White, Nate Curtis, Chad Jensen, and Tracy
Glover) with whom I interviewed, and who
saw fit to recommend my name to all 29
Utah Sheriffs to serve as Executive Director.

I

I am humbled by this appointment and
excited to hit the ground running as I truly
believe we can make the Utah Sheriffs’
Association one of the best Sheriffs’
Associations in the country—a model for
others to look to at during a time in America
where every aspect of law enforcement and
corrections is being scrutinized and often
criticized. That said, if we stand together and
work together, we can accomplish anything
as we protect the health, safety, and welfare

of the citizens in our respective counties.
I want to work hard to expand membership
and participation; ensure that current and
relevant training opportunities are available;
make certain that our folks have the most
current equipment and technology out
there; be present and relevant during the
legislative session to make certain that
our voice and priorities are heard and
action taken. All of this in order to keep our
citizens safe and keep our officers safe.
When I was selected, and told my daughter,
she said “Dad, Grandpa Burns would
be proud, don’t you think?” And I hadn’t
thought of the fact that I (like many of you
I’m sure) have law enforcement in my DNA.
If you google Sheriff James Christopher
Burns (my great grandfather) you’ll get this:

JAMES CHRISTOPHER BURNS

Deadline Soon!

Sheriff James Burns was shot and killed by sheep rustlers in the mountains above Spring City on September
26, 1894. While returning the stolen sheep he encountered two rustlers and became engaged in a gunfight.
Sheriff Burns was mortally wounded but was able
to wound one of the suspects. Both men were
identified but fled the area and were never captured.

Scholarship
Deadline
Approaching!
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Sheriff James Christopher Burns

Sheriff Burns had served as sheriff for 2 years.
He was survived by his expectant wife and seven
children. One of his children, James Milton Burns,
was shot and killed in the line of duty on June 16,
1925, while serving as marshal of Castle Gate, Utah.

Marshal James Milton Burns

continued on page 4
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Renew Your USA Membership for 2019

B

y now you should have already received your
2019 USA Membership Card, bumper sticker,
and decal for the 2019 year. As we continue our
work this year, please consider renewing your support
for the Utah Sheriffs’ Association today if you have
not already done so.

Your Membership helps:
• support sheriffs and deputies by providing
funding for cutting-edge training and eduction;
• provide scholarships to Utah students pursuing
an education and career in law enforcement at a
Utah College or University
• and much more!

We thank you for your
continued support
of the Utah Sheriffs’
Association. Your
membership gift today
goes toward making
a safer, more secure
tomorrow!

Utah Sheriffs’
Association
Supporting better law enforcement

MEMBERSHIP YEAR

2019
12345678

JOHN Q. SAMPLE
HONORARY MEMBER

For more information on your membership or about USA
visit www.utahsheriffs.org

Protecting & Preserving Utah During Wildfire Season
Looking Ahead to 2019’s Wildfire Season

O

ver the past few years, we’ve seen longer fire
seasons, and bigger and more aggressive
wildfires, here in Utah. For our state, 2018 was
one of the busiest wildfire seasons on record.
More than 160,000 acres burned last year, those fires
also destroying 100 structures in their path. Loss
estimates rose above $70 million.
Experts warn fire risk may be above average in parts
of the state again this coming fire season, May through
August.
Humans cause the majority of the wildfires in Utah by
things like fireworks, campfires, or backyard debris
burning that gets out of control.

Here are some helpful wildfire prevention tips
from the Utah Sheriffs’ Association:
• Contact 911, your local fire department, or park
service if you notice an unattended or out-of-control
fire.
• Never leave a fire unattended. Completely extinguish
the fire—by dousing it with water and stirring the
ashes until cold—before sleeping or leaving the
campsite.
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• When camping, take care when using lanterns,
stoves, and heaters.
• Do not discard cigarettes, matches, or any other
smoking materials from moving vehicles, or
anywhere on park grounds.
• Follow local ordinances when burning yard waste.
Avoid backyard burning in windy conditions, and
keep a shovel, water, and fire retardant nearby to
keep fires in check.

Salt Lake County - Drug Addiction
and Jail Overcrowding
By Sheriff Rosie Rivera & Cole Warnick - Salt Lake County Sheriff’s Office
In July, 2015, HB 348 changed the dynamics of
county level community supervision and probation
services. The anticipated influx in offenders in need
of treatment, not jail, became a priority for Salt Lake
County Officials. The Intensive Supervision Probation
(ISP) Team is a unique collaboration between the
Sheriff’s Office, Criminal Justice Services, and
Behavioral Health Services. All the agencies were
brought together with one idea: To stop the revolving
door of repeat offenders with substance use and
mental health disorders.
ISP became an instant success when the three county
agencies created
an innovative
program that used
evidence-based
practices to hold
clients accountable,
address
criminogenic
behavior changes,
and focus on
treatment needs.
ISP is a communitybased supervision
model that identifies
high-risk offenders with misdemeanor convictions
suffering from substance abuse disorders and often

times co-occurring mental health disorders. ISP has
proven to be an effective model that improves overall
well-being (i.e., housing, employment, education) of
participants by positively changing behavior, protects
public safety, and drastically improves client access to
treatment services.
Through analysis of the program, Salt Lake County
is experiencing positive results. For example, 318
participants who spent at least one year in the ISP
program had a 71% reduction in new charge bookings
compared to the previous year without ISP implemented.
When the analysis was expanded out to two- and threeyear post-program admission, the results
were consistently positive.

National Police Week 2019 - Remembering Fallen Officers

E

very day, our sheriffs and deputies put their lives on
the line for you. Law enforcement continues to be
one of the most dangerous professions in America.
There were 148 law enforcement officer deaths in the line
of duty in 2018, a 6% increase over the previous year.

In 1962, President John F. Kennedy signed a proclamation
designating May 15 as Peace Officers Memorial Day and
the week in which that date falls each year as National
Police Week. Every year, officers from across the

country and around the world travel to Washington, DC,
to participate in Police Week events to honor those who
have fallen in the line of duty.
We lost two of our own Utah officers in the line of duty in
2018. It is with our deepest sympathies that we honor the
great sacrifices that not only our fallen Utah officers but
all of the brave men and women have made for the safety
and security of our communities.
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Welcome Sheriffs!
You may recall from our 2018 Winter Newsletter that we had several sheriffs who
headed into their hard earned retirement at the end of 2018. While we are grateful
for their service to our great state, and sad to see them go, we are excited to
introduce the 10 new Sheriffs representing you, the members! Welcome Sheriffs –
we’re glad you’re here.
Kelly V. Sparks – Davis County

Steve Labrum – Uintah County

Travis Tucker – Duchesne County

Mike Smith – Utah County

Kenneth K. Carpenter – Iron County

Jared Rigby – Wasatch County

Richard D. Jacobson – Millard County

Daniel N. Jensen – Wayne County

Jason Torgerson – San Juan Count

Ryan Arbon – Weber County

Scholarship Deadline Approaching!

T

hanks to the generosity of Honorary Members like you, the Utah
Sheriffs’ Association (USA) is able to award scholarships to future
law enforcement professionals. Individuals committed to pursuing
an education and career in a law enforcement field should apply by March
31. For applications to be considered, candidates must fully articulate their
career goals and meet the criteria (such as state residency, intention to
study at a Utah college or university, and others) outlined on our website at:
http://www.utahsheriffs.org.
As an Honorary USA Member, we thank you for supporting these future law
enforcement professionals through our scholarship fund.

Deadline Soon!
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A Message from Scott Burns
(Continued from page 1)
I look forward to meeting the newly elected sheriffs, catching up with other sheriffs I’ve
known for decades, meeting staff and deputies and corrections officers from across
the state, and then doing everything I can to serve “you” as “your” Executive Director.

TREASURER and CONFERENCE/
MARKETING DIRECTOR
M. Helen Spann
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR (Emeritus)
James H. Robertson
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICER
Reed M. Richards

Sincerely,

Scott Burns
Scott Burns
Executive Director, Utah Sheriffs’ Association
To support our Sheriffs and the Utah Sheriffs’ Association, please
send your gift today, along with the enclosed reply slip. Thank you!
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