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Medical Marijuana Facts
By Sheriff Terry L. Thompson – Weber County
Washington State:
• During the 2014-2015 school year, 60%
of statewide expulsions and 49% of
suspensions were due to marijuana
use. 71% of ALL statewide hospital
admissions for youth in 2016 were
marijuana related.

A Message
from Sheriff
Aaron D. Kennard,
Executive Director

Colorado State:
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Page 7

here have been many reports,
papers, documented research,
articles, etc. published referencing
the “factual” effects of the legalization of
marijuana. The majority of this information
never gets to the average citizen who
typically gets their information through
our traditional media outlets. All of the
following information is verifiable and
available:
• The American Medical Association,
American Academy of Pediatrics, and
American Cancer Society all support
additional research; however, they oppose
the legalization of marijuana without
legitimate scientific research indicating its
medical benefit.
• Several studies report linkage of marijuana
to depression, suicidal ideation, and
schizophrenia.

Protecting the
Office of Sheriff
Page 8

• Early marijuana users were found to be 5
times more likely to become dependent
on any drug, 8 times more likely to use
cocaine, and 15 times more likely to use
heroin in later years.

• As of January 2016, there were 516
medical marijuana licensing centers and
424 retail marijuana stores. 940 total
marijuana outlets in Colorado versus 322
Starbucks and 202 McDonalds. Only 1/3
of the state allows marijuana licensing or
sales in their jurisdiction.
• Increased costs to law enforcement,
medical service providers, and treatment
and addiction recovery centers is
believed to far exceed the $156M in
state-received revenue.
• Drug trafficking organizations are
buying up then discarding homes by
the hundreds for illegal grows. It is
decimating upscale neighborhoods
and corresponding real estate values,
including jurisdictions opting out of
marijuana sales.
• Colorado Springs experienced 8
homicides in 2016 directly related
to legal and illegal marijuana grows.
Colorado District Attorney Dan May
stated, “Marijuana is the gateway
drug to homicide.”
• In 2013-2016, the number of marijuanacontinued on page 2
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Medical Marijuana Facts
(Continued from page 1)
• impaired drivers in fatal accidents doubled. The
number of drivers testing positive for marijuana use
jumped 145% from 2013 to 2016. Non-fatal accidents
doubled from 10%-20% between 2013 and 2016.

General Information:

• There has been a 30-60% increase in law enforcement
marijuana-related calls for service and a subsequent
corresponding increase in cost of enforcement. Also
noted, a 50% increase in marijuana-related fire/
emergency medical service calls. Can your city/county
afford this increase in calls for service? WHO PAYS?
• Medical Marijuana’s impact
will touch all aspects of life
in Utah including health and
safety. Think about how
that could affect our youth,
schools, economy, and
workforce. Do you want
these negative influences in
our community?

• Workers who smoke marijuana are
more likely to experience tardiness,
accidents, worker’s comp claims,
job turnover, and a 75% increase
in absenteeism. Workers testing
positive for marijuana use have
55% more industrial accidents and
85% more injuries.
• International Journal of Drug Policy
report found 4 in 10 people who
use marijuana one time will go on
to use other illicit drugs. CDC report
states marijuana users are three
times more likely to become
addicted to heroin.

Respectfully,
Sheriff Thompson
Weber County

A Message from Utah Sheriffs Association
’m glad to share this issue of
the Utah Sheriffs’ Association
newsletter with you. Contained
in its pages is information I
believe you’ll find both interesting
and helpful.

I

I know the article on the Utah
Sheriffs’ K9 Program will interest
you, and I’m certain you will discover a few facts you
didn’t know about K9 officers. You’ll learn about their
particular crime fighting tasks . . . and gain tremendous
respect for their superior sense of smell.
As summer approaches, we are all ready to enjoy a little
recreation and relaxation. But we need to beware—
crimes of opportunity and the likelihood of accidents
increase when we’re out having fun. We’ve included
summer safety tips for you to review with your whole
family to make this a memorable summer for all the
right reasons.
Who has your back when you are out in the back
country? You will find out what the Utah Search and
Rescue teams do, how they are funded, and how you
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can contribute to their efforts, all included in a very
interesting and informative article.
Your sheriffs and deputies are active out in the
community, and several have shared their own articles
in this newsletter—articles ranging from Medical
Marijuana facts to Student Safety Protection Training,
and much more.
Finally, we’re talking phishing—that’s right . . . with a
“ph.” You’ll find helpful information on popular social
media phishing scams and tips for protecting yourself
and your family.
From all of us at the Utah Sheriffs’ Association, we wish
you a fantastic summer. And thank you for your support!
Respectfully,

Sheriff Aaron Kennard (ret.),
Executive Director,
Utah Sheriffs’ Association

Summer Safety Tips
Brought to you by Sheriff Steven M. White, President - Grand County

S

ummer is almost here. In a matter of days, school will be out and our kids will be outside playing. Families
will be enjoying cookouts and outdoor recreation, taking vacations and getaways. Summer is a great time
for relaxation and making memories.

Here are some summer safety tips.

TIPS FOR CHILD SAFETY:
• Talk with your children
about safety.
• Provide a list of numbers
for people they can call
in an emergency—family
members, friends, and
neighbors. Make sure
they know when it is
appropriate and how to
dial 911 in an emergency.
• Know where your children are at all times.
• Discuss the routes
they will take to and
from locations and
remind them
not to deviate from
those directions.
• Require your child
to check in with a
responsible adult at
regular intervals.

TIPS FOR HOME SAFETY:
• Always lock your doors and windows, especially
when you’re away from home. Be sure to also
secure garage doors and pet doors.
• Beware of doorto-door salesmen
who do not have a
solicitation license.
Always ask for
identification and do
not hesitate to verify
their identity.
• When planning to be away, make arrangements
to pause mail and newspaper delivery, or to
have it picked up by a neighbor. Leave interior
lights on timers to give the impression someone
is home. Set your alarm system. Notify your
local police department or sheriff’s office if you
plan to be away for an extended period of time.

TIPS FOR DRIVING SAFETY:
• Be alert for children out
playing in neighborhoods
and residential areas.
Drive slowly around
parks and playgrounds.
Remember that a child
is more likely to follow
a bouncing ball into the
street than to look for
traffic.

• Remind them there is safety in numbers, so not
to take off on their own.

TIPS FOR BIKE
SAFETY:
• Always wear a helmet.
• Follow the rules of the
road.
• Ride with the flow of
traffic, not against it.
• Wear brightly colored or
reflective clothing, and
park the bike at dusk.

• Don’t leave valuables in your car, even if it
is locked.
• Don’t drink and
drive, period.
• Have a wonderful,
safe, and memoryfilled summer with
family and friends!
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Who’s Got Your Back When You’re in Backcountry?
By Sheriff Nate Curtis – Sevier County

U

tah has a diverse backcountry that is world
renown. We have visitors who travel from all
over the globe, including many of our own
Utah citizens.
So who has your back when something goes wrong or
not as planned while you’re in the backcountry? Utah’s
Sheriff’s and their Search and Rescue (SAR) teams!
Each county Sheriff is charged with managing search
and rescue operations in their individual counties.
The Sheriffs could not do this without the assistance
of a large group of volunteers who sacrifice their
time and resources to help strangers in need. Search
and Rescue teams provide hope—which is the most
important need of someone who is lost/injured.
Because of what SAR provides, there is hope for the
person being rescued to be found and come home
safely. And there is hope for their families.
During the last fiscal year, SAR teams provided 40,000
hours of volunteer service to the Sheriffs, the counties,
and the State of Utah. If taxpayers had to pay for those
hours, it would have cost $720,000 in wages alone
excluding expenses like training, equipment, and repair
of equipment damaged in a rescue. The majority of
Search and Rescue teams are left to function on a
small budget that is allocated from their county along
with funds they raise or have donated.
In 1994, Sen. John Valentine (ret.) from Utah County
created legislation called the Search and Rescue Act.
This legislation created funding to reimburse teams in
one of three areas:

continued to increase, and the funds brought in
through the OHV registrations has not kept up
with demand, causing Sheriffs and SAR teams to
begin billing victims for the costs of their rescue. Thus,
the Utah Search and Rescue Assistance Card was
created.
The Utah Search and Rescue Assistance (USARA)
card allows backcountry recreationists to contribute
to search and rescue efforts. A one-year individual
subscription is priced at $25 and $35 for a family. A
five-year subscription gives the purchaser a 20 percent
discount ($100 for the individual plan and $140 for a
family plan).
Please take the time to support your local Sheriff and
your local Search and Rescue and know that we have
your back when you’re exploring the great outdoors of
Utah! More information can be found at www.rescue.
utah.gov.

Sheriff Nathan Curtis, Sevier County

10

tips to stay safe
in the backcountry

1. Rescue
2. Training
3. New Equipment
For every off-highway vehicle registered, including
ATV’s, motorcycles, side by sides, snowmobiles, boats,
etc., a .50 cent fee is added. The additional registration
fee is also added to all hunting and fishing licenses.
This fee creates about $270,000 in funds that are used
to reimburse counties for SAR costs.
Over the last several years; however, hikers (including
mountain climbers and canyon explorers) and pedal
bikers, who do not contribute to the fund, far exceed
the number of rescues alone than those who pay a
registration fee. On top of that, 68% of the people
rescued by SAR teams are not from the county they
were rescued in.
The costs to perform Search and Rescue has
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1. Know where you are going! Bring
a map and let someone know
where and when you plan to hike.
2. Be prepared. Learn about the
local weather conditions and the
terrain. Know how to use your
emergency gear.
3. Leave your “cool card” at the
trailhead. Know your limitations
and when to change plans. Turn
back if the weather is changing,
the terrain is too strenuous, the
river is too high, etc.
4. Play together, stay together. Lone
hikers are more likely to need
rescuing.
5. Pack it in, pack it out. Make sure
to pack out your trash and leave
the backcountry pristine for future
users.

6. Can you hear me now? Don’t rely
on your phone—cell phone
coverage can be sporadic at best
in the backcountry.
7. S.T.O.P. Sit, Think, Observe and
Plan. If you get lost, your brain is
your most important piece of
survival gear. If you need a
rescue, stay in one place until you
are found.
8. It’s called a lifejacket for a
reason. 80 percent of people who
drowned in boating accidents
would have survived had they
been wearing a PFD (Personal
Flotation Device). Wear it, Utah!
9. Always be prepared. Bring the 10
essentials (see reverse).
10. Know who to call. Look up the
local sheriﬀ’s phone number,
program it into your cell phone, or
write it down.

Dare to Soar
Brought to you by Sheriff Danny Perkins and Ted Draper – Garfield County

T

he basic
need of our
existence
is to be treated
as humans. This
need is magnified
within the walls of
Corrections and
is the building
block that Garfield
County Corrections
uses to help future
parolees realize
their potential.
Garfield County Jail’s Dare to Soar drug program is
the first step in getting inmates to understand that
they HAVE to take responsibility for poor, sometimes
fatal, life-changing choices they’ve already made.
The Dare to Soar drug program was first created in
February 2012 by Sheriff Perkins. The objectives of the
drug program are twofold:
1. Address substance abuse issues
2. Help train inmates with a vocational skill that will
prepare them to enter the workforce once paroled

To address
substance abuse
issues, therapist
Tad Draper—who
is supported by
Garfield County
Sheriff and
Corrections—
spearheads
the program by
organizing
meetings
every six
weeks to
track the
progress
of parolees
and process
any roadblocks that tend to surface during
parole. Past graduates of the program have
built a support network that actively helps find
employment opportunities for parolees who
are looking to make a fresh start with sobriety.

To help inmates with their professional skills,
the Garfield County’s Dare to Soar program
currently offers two vocations: welding and
building trades.
Welding is a two-part course. The basic
portion is an eight-week series that teaches
the necessary skills to pass certification for
operating a mig welder. The second part is
the advanced course where inmates learn to
put their skills
to practice by
constructing
an ATV trailer.
The inmates usually
complete around four
trailers a year!
The building
trades program
allows inmates the
opportunity to learn
how to read blueprints,
how to use AutoCAD,
and to develop the
actual know-how to
construct a playhouse
or shed. Which in
turn has helped prepare them with the ability to
secure a stable job once paroled. The residents of
Garfield County have seen some of the benefits
from the building trades program as sheds and
life-size playhouses built by inmates are located
throughout the community. Funds made from both
of the vocational programs are put directly back into
the programs to cover the basic cost of materials for
continuing the program.
The hope and goal
of all parolees is
to find a better
way to contribute
to society. They’ve
done their time,
learned new skills
both professionally
and personally,
and are ready to
start anew—thanks
to the Dare to Soar
drug program.
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The Sheriff’s Office K9 Program: Did You Know?
9 officers have been used in law enforcement
for centuries. On duty, they are called upon to
perform duties their human officer counterparts
cannot. Their keen sense of smell, sight, physical agility,
and other abilities are tremendous tools for police work.

K

You are probably familiar with some K9 facts—
• Dogs can be trained to find people, those who are
hiding to avoid being taken into custody, and those
who have become lost or are missing.
• Dogs can be trained to detect narcotics and
explosives. By training with actual narcotics and
chemicals used in
explosives, dogs are
able to detect the
very distinct odors of
these items.
• Dogs can be trained
in handler protection,
helping to defend
human officers who
are in danger.

But did you know …?
• A K9’s sense of smell is 10,000 times more acute
than ours. By your sense of smell, you might be able
to detect a spoonful of sugar in a cup of coffee. Dogs

can smell a spoonful of sugar in a million gallons
of water. Have you ever had difficulty distinguishing
between identical twins? Dogs can tell the difference
with their noses. K9 officers can search an area
four times faster than a human can, and with much
greater accuracy.
• A typical K9 officer’s training takes approximately
10 weeks. They continue to train daily with their
handlers to maintain their skills. The average K9 law
enforcement career lasts between 6-8 years.
• K9 officers are an invaluable part of the sheriff’s
office public relations efforts. Teams are used
in demonstrations, safety education, and crime
prevention in local schools and community programs.
The mere presence of K9 units in the community
provides a powerful deterrent to unlawful activities.
• Establishing a K9 unit is expensive. The average
cost is $20K per dog. That includes purchasing
the canine, handler/training, veterinary care, food/
housing, a canine service kit, and patrol vehicle
modifications to accommodate the canine.
• Every year, many of these loyal public servants give
their lives protecting their fellow officers and citizens.
The Officer Down Memorial Page (ODMP) recently
announced a new memorial section—ODMP K9—
honoring K9 officers killed in the line of duty.

Social Media Safety – Don’t Fall for A Phishing Scam

W

hile scams and scammers have been around
since the beginning of time, social media
has become a favorite haunt for people
who mean to do you harm. Their game is phishing—a
fraudulent practice of making inquiries to trick people
into revealing personal information, such as passwords
and credit card numbers.
Consider the data: Facebook boasts some 2 billion,
Instagram 700 million, Twitter 328 million, and
Snapchat 150 million active users. That’s a deep pool
to phish in.
Phishing tactics of late involve the creation of fake
customer service accounts, fake comments on popular
posts, fake online surveys and contests, and other
clever click-bait—all seeking to lure you into their scam.
Even something that seems harmless like a survey,
quiz, or a poll, are very likely phishing bait. Awareness
and alertness are key.
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Here are a few quick tips to help you avoid becoming a
phishing victim:
• Think before you click. They call it click-bait for a
reason. If you’re not absolutely sure what it is and
who it is from, don’t click.
• Update. Whatever you use to access social media—
browsers, apps, anti-virus software, operating
systems—make sure you’re using the latest
versions. Developers continue to provide updates as
they discover vulnerabilities.
• Regularly review privacy settings. Privacy settings
have a way of changing without notice. Keep an
eye on how your accounts and content are visible
to others.
Educate your entire family on these risks and safety
steps. Your kids and grandkids are likely active on
more social media platforms than you’ve even heard of.
Talk. Share. Beware.

Student Safety - Protection Training
By Sheriff Terry L. Thompson – Weber County

I

n the past, elementary schools seemed off limits
to killers. However, after a severely troubled active
shooter took the life of many elementary age children
and courageous teachers in Sandy Hook, Connecticut, it
shook the reality of many school officials.
As law enforcement professionals, we understand the
critical importance of an armed response on site as the
most effective means of preserving our children’s lives in
the initial few moments of an active shooter situation.
All of us in Weber County law enforcement have
committed ourselves to provide the training necessary
for teachers to protect their kids. In the fall of 2013,
we began a 28-hour course of instruction specifically
designed for teachers and school administrators within
the Weber County School District. This training has been
well received by all participants who have shown their
desire to protect their students from a killer.

“Sheriff Thompson and Lieutenant Jeff Pledger’s
class was such that nobody was anxious to go
home or tired even after four hours.”
− High School Teacher

“The training on the range and at the tactical
center was extremely valuable. I feel very
prepared to continue practicing at the range
and deal with a situation in my school to the
best of my ability.”
− Junior High School Teacher

We have successfully taken professional educators,
many who are relatively unfamiliar with the use of force
or firearms, and over the course of several weeks trained
them in sound decision making and the safe and effective
use of force. Perhaps more importantly, we have instilled
the mental preparation necessary to protect children and
survive a deadly force encounter within our academic
environment. The confidence of participants completing
this course of instruction has been nothing short of
phenomenal. We thank our wonderful teachers for their
willingness to sacrifice their valuable time and resources.
This is not the time for political correctness; this is the
time for decisive defensive action to protect and defend
our children—period.
Respectfully,
Sheriff Thompson - Weber County

“The training exceeded my expectations!
Bringing a police officer’s perspective of what
these situations look like from your end was
very helpful. ‘There is no safety in denial’—
that will really stick with me.”
− High School Teacher

…Thank you very much for your time and
effort in providing this class, and thank you for
your service to the “flock.” Thank you for being
“Sheepdogs.”
− Elementary School Teacher

“The training exceeded my expectations! Bringing a police officer’s perspective of what these
situations look like from your end was very helpful. ‘There is no safety in denial’—that will
really stick with me.”
− High School Teacher
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Protecting the Office of Sheriff
Brought to you by: Sheriff Nate Curtis, Sevier County
Written by: Richard M. Weintraub, NSA’s general counsel & in-house legal counsel

R

ecently an article, “North Dakota Issues Precedent,” was published by
the National Sheriffs’ Association (NSA) in the January/February 2018
Issue of Sheriff & Deputy. Below you will find portions of that article
describing the importance of protecting the office of Sheriff and how the
North Dakota State Supreme Court affirmed that the Sheriff’s office has the
right to control its own day-to-day operations and administration. Thank you
for being a member of the Utah Sheriffs’ Association and standing with your
Sheriffs. Your support and votes matter!
Sincerely,

Sheriff Nathan Curtis, Sevier County
“A primary goal of NSA is to
preserve and protect the elected
office of sheriff, which allows
each of the nation’s more than
3,000 elected offices of sheriff
to provide public safety and law
enforcement services in their
local communities and under
the rule of law. Over 99 percent
of America’s elected offices of
sheriff are directly elected by
voters in respective counties,
cities, and parishes...
...Throughout the country, the
office of sheriff is usually designated to be the highest law enforcement officer
in his or her local jurisdiction, with full law enforcement and public safety
powers and authority. Each such elected local sheriff is directly answerable to
the people in the county. In addition, the Supreme Court of the United States
recognized in McMillian v. Monroe County [Alabama] (1997), 520 U.S. 781, that
an elected sheriff is “in reality, an officer of the state in fulfilling his/her duty to
keep the peace” throughout the state...
The elected office of sheriff protects the public from undue political
influences and pressures while carrying out its local law enforcement and
public safety duties in local communities. Moreover, each elected local
sheriff takes an individual oath of office to defend and protect their state and
federal constitutions and provide equal justice under the law.
In summary, our nation’s elected offices of sheriff are subject to the separation
of powers doctrine, which provides for executive, judicial, and legislative
branches of local, state, and federal governments. The elected office of sheriff,
its sheriff, and deputies provide executive functions by carrying out
law enforcement and public safety duties in their local communities.”
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